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November 2022 

Grand Knights 
Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Knights, 
 

The practice of infant baptism is chal-
lenged by born-again Christians and 
many, but not all, non-Catholics. It is 
considered by them to be an invention 
of the Church in contradiction to the 
Bible and early practices. I experi-
enced this position recently myself, 
not for the first time. The charge rests 
mainly on two arguments against in-
fant baptism: that it is not found in the 
Bible, and that it was not practiced by 
the first Christians. There is evidence 
that refutes both of these arguments, 
and which supports the Catholic posi-
tion. 
 

First, where is it in the Bible? In Acts 
2:39 Peter says “the promise is to you 
and to your children”. Luke writes 
“Now they were bringing even infants 
to him” (Luke 18:15). Paul connects 
circumcision with baptism, saying 
“you were circumcised with a circum-
cision made without 
hands” (Colossians 2:11-12). Infants 
were and still are circumcised very 
early, and in the same way infants 
were baptized along with their fami-
lies. Paul writes about entire house-
holds being baptized: he baptized “the 
household of Steph’anas” (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:16), Lydia “was baptized, with 
her household” ( Acts 16:15), and the 
jailer of Paul and Silas was baptized 
“with all his family” (Acts 16:33). As 
far as Biblical support goes, there are 

these and other passages that refer-
ence infant baptism, but there is no 
reference to a restriction against it. 
The Bible does not command us any-
where to withhold baptism from in-
fants. 
 

We can also look to the early Church 
and the Church Fathers, during the 
centuries even prior to the canoniza-
tion of the Bible, to learn what the 
early Christians practiced. They prac-
ticed infant baptism. Multiple Church 
Councils supported infant baptism. 
Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Origen, Cypri-
an, and Augustine wrote that infant 
baptism was always the way of the 
Church. If these early Church Fathers 
believed and wrote in support of in-
fant baptism, it is because this Sacred 
Tradition was handed down to them 
through those early generations. 
 

Finally, for us Catholics, the Cate-
chism reflects the teachings of Tradi-
tion and Scripture, starting with defi-
nitions of the sacrament (1213) and 
specifically teaching the baptism of 
infants, stating that “the Church and 

the parents would deny a child the 
priceless grace of becoming a child of 
God were they not to confer Baptism 
shortly after birth” (1250) and that 
“the practice of infant Baptism is an 
immemorial tradition of the 
Church” (1252). We can therefore be 
confident that infant baptism has the 
support of both Tradition and Scrip-
ture. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 
Matt Becker 
Grand Knight 
 

Worthy Grand Knight 
Matthew J Becker 

 

 

 

Council Officers 
GRAND KNIGHT– Matthew J Becker    DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT – Daniel A. Norris  CHAPLAIN—Father Alan Thomas 

CHANCELLOR – SK Jim L. Hodge   WARDEN – SK John K. Longenecker     FINANCIAL SECRETARY – SK Timothy J. Surkovich      
TREASURER – SK Daniel Weaver    ADVOCATE – SK Edward E. Zang, Esq.     GUARDS – Daniel T. Moringiello, SK Kevin J. Longenecker     

 RECORDER – SK Edgar E. Dunning, III   TRUSTEES - SK David  T. Karl, SK William M Hiergeist, SK Raymong J Gregorchik 
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November 2021 Council  
Meeting Minutes 

 

Reading of Minutes from the previous 
meeting:    
 

• The October 6, 2022, meeting 
minutes were approved with no 
changes, as posted on our website. 

 

Officers absent: Fr. Alan Thomas, 
Kevin Longenecker  
 

Minutes: 
• The October 6, 2022, meeting 

minutes were approved with no 
changes, as posted on our website. 

 

 

Grand Knights Report  
presented by GK Matt Becker: 
 

• Reminder – Tim has vacated many of 
the positions that he previously filled, 
and we need volunteers to 
fill those positions; please 
step forward and take a 
leading role (Tim will help with the 
transition). 

• We desperately need a Degree Team 
Chairman.  We currently have 3 pro-
spective members who are waiting 
for an exemplification ceremony but 
we need a Degree Team Chairman – 
we cannot exist if we do not accept 
new members; please volunteer. 

 

 

Chaplains Report  
Presented by Fr. Alan Thomas 

NA 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report: Information 
presented by Dan Weaver: 
• Beginning Balance as of October 1, 

2022: $8074.62 

• Deposits: $4386.17 

• Disbursements: $4676.95 

• New Balance as of October 31, 2022: 
$7783.84 

 

 

 

Bills and Communications: 
 

• We received an invitation from the 
Sister Servants of the Most Sacred 

Heart of Jesus to enroll our loved ones 
who have died, in the November Nove-
na of Masses to be celebrated at the St. 
Joseph Convent in Portage, PA.   Dan 
Weaver presented a motion to donate 
$100; Gary Nocek presented the sec-
ond; motion passed. 

 

• We received a donation request from 
the Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 516 in Hollidaysburg, PA.  
Ed Zang presented a motion to donate 
$100; Lee Zimmerman presented the 
second; motion passed.  

• We received a donation request from 
the Pennsylvania Department of Mili-
tary Affairs, Hollidaysburg Veterans 
Home to support the Veterans Holiday 
Fund.  Mark Sault presented a motion 
to donate $100; Jim Hodge presented 
the second; motion passed.  

• We received a donation request from 
the Miracle League of Blair County.  
Rich Moyer presented a motion to do-
nate $100; Vic Ballash presented the 
second; motion passed.  

 

We received thank you notes from the 
following:  
• We received a thank you note from St. 

Mary Church for allowing participa-
tion in the recent Chicken BBQ fund 
raiser. 

• We received a thank you note from St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Bank for the 
recent donation from the proceeds of 
the “On-line Charity Auction”. 

• We received a thank you note from 
Hollidaysburg Area School District 
Foundation for the recent donation 
from the proceeds of the “On-line 
Charity Auction”. 

• We received a thank you note from 
Central Pennsylvania Community 
Foundation Tiger Backpack Fund for 
the recent donation from the proceeds 
of the “On-line Charity Auction”. 

• We received a thank you note from St. 
Catherine of Siena for allowing partici-
pation in the recent Chicken BBQ fund 
raiser. 

• We received a thank you note from 
ELM Every Life Matters for the recent 
donation. 

• We received a thank you note from 
Holy Trinity Catholic School for the 
recent donation. 

• We received a thank you note from 
the United States Armed Forces 
Mothers, Squad 41, Altoona, PA for 
the recent donation to the annual 
Christmas Package Campaign. 

• We received a thank you note from 
The Shriners Children’s Philadelphia 
for the recent donation which result-
ed from the Hand-in-Hand Chicken 
BBQ. 

 

 

Program Director – position vacant: 
 

Trustees Report by Ray Gregorchik: 
NA 

 

Standing Committee Reports: 
 

Fund Raising Committee: Chairman 
position is vacant – please volunteer:  
• We will hold a chicken BBQ on De-

cember 11th for the St. Vincent de-
Paul Needs Office. Dick Aiken re-
quested that Tim send a reminder 
email to all the Council members. 

• The 50/50 cash drawing will be held 
on December 24, 2022. 

• Ed Zang presented information for a 
potential new fundraiser – a Shrimp 
Boil.  Tentative date is in August 
2023 at Legion Park.  Includes all 
you can eat/drink…. Shrimp, Sau-
sage, Corn, Potatoes; Beer, Live Mu-
sic.  We will print a fixed number of 
tickets and we will need volunteers to 
help.   Ray Gregorchik presented a 
motion to move forward with the 
formal planning for the Shrimp Boil; 
Dan Moringello presented the sec-
ond; motion passed.  Information to 
follow in the future.   

 

Unfinished Business: NA 

 

New Business:  
• The Ham and Cheese sale will be 

held in November and proceeds will 
benefit St. Jude Children Hospital. 
Orders due November 14; assembly 
Nov 17th; Delivery Nov 18th. 
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• The Advent Food Drive will start on 
November 27th and finish on De-
cember 22.  Please deliver your food 
donations to the Council home on 
December 22 from 7:00-10:00 AM 
and donations will then be transport-
ed to St. Vincent dePaul. No glass 
containers please.  

• Dan Weaver announced that the St. 
Vincent DePaul Needs Office offers 
help to many people in our area in-
cluding assistance with rent, utili-
ties, homelessness, etc. since the 
pandemic, needs have increased 3x 
and any help that you can offer 
would be greatly appreciated.   The 
December 11 Chicken BBQ will 
benefit St. Vincent DePaul Needs 
Office – please see Dan for tickets 
and please encourage donations to 
help (drive thru; 11:00-1:00 PM; 
$10.00/pp).  

• Dan Weaver announced that the 
American Cancer Society Relay for 
Life Committee provided positive 
feedback from our past donation and 
reminded us that the next event will 
be held in March 2023. 

 

Report of the 4th Degree – 
information presented by Lee 
Zimmerman: 
• Memorial masses will be held on 

November 12 at 5:30 PM at St. Mat-
thews; November 13 at 9:00 AM at 
St. Joseph.  Color Corp should ar-
rive ½ hour before the mass start 
times.  

• Next meeting will be held on De-
cember 15, 2022, at 7:00 PM at the 
council home. 

 

District Deputy Report by: NA 

 

 

Field Insurance Agent Report – pre-
sented by Mike McAndrew:  
• Christmas Season is upon us! 
• Thank you for all of your support; 

contact Mike for any of your insur-
ance needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for the following: 
• Ken Greene 

• Tom, Ray, and Charley 
Baker 

• Maloney Family 

• Brian Drum 

 

 

Chaplains Summation by Fr. Alan 
Thomas: NA 

 

Announcements:  
• We continue to pray the rosary at 

6:30 PM, prior to each meeting.  
However, we have started a new tra-
dition of offering up an intention for 
each decade.  If you would like to 
provide the name of someone that 
you would like us to pray for, please 
notify us prior to the meeting.  Inten-
tions for the November Rosary were 
as follows: Joe Gregorchik; John 
Henry Moyer; Victims of the recent 
house fire in Scotch Valley; DeClap-
per Family; Anna Fera; Ken Greene’ 
daughter – birth; David’s grandson; 
Jim Zimmerman – thankfully dis-
charged from the hospital. 

 

Upcoming Hospitality Meal Volunteers  
 

• Jim Zimmerman—12/1/2022 

• Matt Becker—1/5/2023 

 

 

December Birthdays 

 

ROBERT J. BAKER—12/28 

MICHAEL A. BAKER—12/09 

JOHN D. BURK—12/27 

JOSEPH F. DAUS—12/17 

PAUL R. DETWILER—12/28 

LOUIS J. ENDRESS—12/16 

FRANCIS R. FARABAUGH—12/06 

RICK B. GALLAGHER—12/04 

SCOTT A. GOTTSHALL—12/01 

LUCAS A. HARELLA—12/21 

DAVID T. KARL—12/21 

NICHOLAS S. LUCIANO—12/31 

 

Birthdays Cont. 
 

DANIEL T. MORINGIELLO—12/23 

WILLIAM T. MOYER—12/20 

KEITH A. NATOLI—12/04 

DANIEL A. NORRIS—12/22 

JOHN C. PAVLIC—12/05 

PATRICK A. PODOLETZ—12/17 

FRANK R. SCHACHTNER—12/20 

MATTHEW P. SMITHMYER—12/17 

TIMOTHY J. SURKOVICH—12/20 

CRAIG T. SWINEFORD—12/09 

ANDREW J. WEYANT—12/10 
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Council Calendar  
 

Council meetings are held on the First 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Next 
Meeting: 12/1/22  
 

*Please check the online calendar on 
the council web site for any schedule 
changes. 
 

11/27/22 

 

• Advent Food Drive Begins 

 

12/1/22 

 

• Home Association Meeting—5:45 
pm 

• Praying of the Rosary—6:30 pm 

• Exemplification of the Knighthood 
Degree—7:00 pm 

• Council Meeting—7:00 pm 

 

12/11/22 

 

• Winter Chicken BBQ—11:00am 

 

12/15/22 

 

• Meeting of the 4th Degree—7:00pm 

 

12/22/22 

 

• Advent Food Drive Ends—7:00am 

 

12/24/22 

 

• Big One 50-50 Drawing—12:00pm 

 

 

12/25/22 

 

• Merry Christmas! 
 

 

Reminders For Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting Message for Decem-
ber 2022 by Michael McAndrew—
Merry Christmas! 

To all my brothers and their families, I 
extend my very best wishes for a merry 
and a blessed Christmas. As we are cele-
brating the Christmas season, we give 
thanks that God sent his Only Begotten 
Son to live among us and save us! That 
gift from the Father sets the stage for our 
giving gifts at Christmas. It seems we say 
it every year: “It’s Christmas; where did 
the year go?” Seems like a good time to 
look back on the year and note all the 
gifts given by you and our members 
worldwide. As Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly mentioned in his annual report this 
year in Nashville, Tennessee, we have 
much to be thankful for and much more 
work ahead of us. Consider these gifts 
that SK Kelly mentioned. The Order gave 
more that $154 million and more than 48 
million hours of volunteer service. But 
those are the big totals. Look at these 
specifics: we gave the gift of warmth to 
more than 150,000 children through the 
Coats for Kids campaign. We gave 8,891 
physically challenged individuals the gift 
of mobility this year through our wheel-
chair program. We raised more than $19 
million for Ukraine support and gave 
those families the gift of respite at Mercy 
Centers and Easter packages. RSVP gave 
the gift of financial support to nearly 
5,900 seminarians or postulants. And we 
had more than 450,000 members give the 
gift of life through donating blood. These 
are gifts that change lives. Real people, 
real individuals benefited from these 
gifts. As I consider Christmas I think of 
the gift of support and en-
couragement that you 
have given me. I appre-
ciate the opportunity to 
work with you and 
your families this past 
year and I look forward to 
a new year and renewing connections 
with you. Again, a very Merry and 
Blessed Christmas!  

Vivat Jesus! 






